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Working and Learning together to achieve .....................
September 2021
Welcome Back
We have had a busy start to the new session. We welcomed thirty-one P1 children into our school and they are settling in really well.  The weather has been warm and generally sunny which has meant that lots of learning can take place outdoors. 
I am sure  that the children are in for a busy and productive year.

Keeping safe

We have been able to lift some of the restrictions, which were in place over last session – the main one being the lifting of the zones in the playground.  
Inside the building, we continue to work in our bubbles (classes) to try to keep everyone safe.  Hygiene regimes remain in place with children hand sanitising when they enter the building and regular hand washing is in place. 
Children do not need to bring stationery items – pencils, rubbers etc are provided for them. Shared items continue to be sanitised between pupils. Where this is not possible, items undergo a period of quarantine.

Children should not bring toys from home.
Children go straight to the classroom when they enter the school. Please do not arrive before 8:50a m.  We continue to try to minimise the number of adults waiting outside the main entrance by having a softer start from 8:50 – 9:10
At the end of the day P1 children leave at 2:45. Siblings are brought to the front gate at this time to take away the need for parents to wait for older children.  

After West Mains children leave and the area is clear, if I see parents of children in Rooms 2, 3 and 4 I will bring your child to you.  

You can help us to keep everyone safe by  wearing a face mask, maintaining an appropriate social distance from other adults and leaving the school premises as soon as you have your child(ren).

To allow  appropriate distancing in our staffroom our breaks an lunch times continue to be staggered.
 P4 – 7 Break 10:25 – 10:40 Lunch 12:00 – 12:45  

P 1-3 Break 10:45 – 11:00 Lunch 12:30 – 1:15

Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast club runs from 8:15 – 8:40. Children are held in the dinner hall until 8:50.
  School Uniform
Our school uniform is red polo shirt, red sweatshirt and grey trousers or skirt / pinafore 

Alternatively, our more formal uniform is white school shirt and tie with grey trousers / skirt. 
As we are often outside, joggies / leggings are a great alternative to trousers and skirts. 
Staff News
There has been a number of changes in our staff this year

We welcome Miss Rankin, Mrs Dolan, Miss McIntyre and Miss Gold. We also welcome the return of Miss Cox to our teaching team.
Staff 2021/ 2022





Support staff

P1 
Mrs Hasson 





Mrs Frame (Team Leader)

P1/2
Mrs Neill





Mrs Fairley

P2/3 
Mrs Henderson





Mrs Siels

P3
Miss Cox





Mrs Thomson
P4
Miss Rankin (NQT) / Mrs Gold



Mrs  Miller




P5
Mrs McAuslan





Mrs Whitecross
P6
Mrs Dolan 





Mrs Woods
P7 
Ms McIntyre
PT
Miss Byrne 

Supporting   learning in numeracy  Mrs Aird

CCC 
Mrs Bonner and Miss Gold
Mrs Hendry is in the school office. We are waiting for a new member of staff to take up post in the office.  There may be times when the office is not able to take your call, please leave a message and someone will get back to you.
Mrs McDowall is our janitor and our Head Cook is Mrs Parkinson.
Other staff news I am delighted to let you know that  Mrs Silich has had a beautiful baby girl! We wish her well.

Mr Ramage has begun a secondment at Head Quarters as a Development Officer. 
Curriculum
We are in the process of updating our curriculum rationale and our pathways of learning. You can give your views  by completing  the questionnaire  on Google.
RME
Schools have a statutory obligation to deliver Religious and Moral Education. Parents also have a right to withdraw their children from Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education. This should be made in writing to the school. 
Our school chaplains - Mrs Paton (Church of Scotland) and Mr Cairney and Mr O’Brien (Baptist church) – will continue to support us in the delivery of Religious Observance albeit virtually. 
Class news 
After a few technical difficulties, we have our class seesaw and Class ~Twitter pages set up.

Our classes share  news on Seesaw and on their twitter pages. If you are unable to access your child’s class seesaw please let the teacher know.
Children should make sure that they log on to Google Classroom through Glow to access any home learning materials for this year. 
This is also useful if, children are absent from school but are still able to learn.

Twitter 
 As well as the school account @Halfmerke , which is used by the management team, ALL classes now have their own twitter account We would like to welcome you all to follow our classroom twitter page to follow all the learning going on in each class. You can find each class using the following Twitter handles:
@1Halfmerke 


@2Halfmerke 

@3Halfmerke


@4Halfmerke

@5Halfmerke


@6_halfmerke 
@7Halfmerke


 @8Halfmerke
NB We will never post full  names on any of our posts.   If you have changed your mind about your child’s photo appearing on Twitter – please contact the school.
Contact Numbers / Communication
Please ensure that the school office has an up to date telephone contact number in case you need to be contacted in an emergency.  We make use of text messaging to contact parents if their child is not at school. Please contact the school office if you do not want to be contacted by text. 
We will continue to communicate through e mails, letters and newsletters. We also make use of Twitter and our Parent Council post information of Face Book
Attendance

In accordance with South Lanarkshire Council’s guidelines, if your child is ill and off school we ask that you telephone the school between 8:30a.m and 9:30a.m to let us know. If the school has not heard from you a member of the office staff will contact you.  On their return to school, pupils should also bring an absence note. 
Please note that I am unable to authorise absences for holidays. If a child is absent from school due to a parental holiday this will be recorded as ‘unauthorised’.

Absence due to COVID -  19
Please see the letter previously issued with up to date advice on Covid- 19.
Reporting 
Currently we are not allowed to bring parents into school.  We normally have a parents open night in October, We are waiting for  guidance on our ability to hold this.  In the event it cannot go ahead reporting will take a similar form as last session with teachers contacting you to give you an update on how your child has settled into the new school year.

Bus Children

Unless we are informed differently, we assume that bus children are travelling on the bus every day. If your child deviates from their normal pattern of bus travel, please inform the school office.  
Happy Days after School Care
Staff from Happy Days collect the children attending this at the school. If your child is not attending on a day they normally, do please inform both Happy Days and the school office. 
School Captains and House Leaders

Our school captains this year are Grace Macfarlan and Gregor Boyd.  
Elections for House Leaders are currently being held. I have been super impressed with the standard of the presentations made by the children putting themselves up for these elections.
Reminders
Allergies
If your child has an allergy to anything please let the school know.

Please do not send your child with nuts for a snack or as part of their lunch. We have some children who are allergic to nuts. This includes Nutella chocolate spread.
Dogs
Please do not bring dogs into the school grounds. Some of our children are frightened of dogs (even small ones).  
Water

Research has shown that children learn better if they are properly hydrated. They should bring a bottle of water with them to school to drink during the day. Bottles should have sports caps to reduce the likelihood of spillages. 
Clothes
Please put your child’s name on all their clothes. This helps if they have left a jacket or a sweatshirt lying in the playground. 

Children learn in a variety of ways both in and out of the classroom. At Halfmerke, we believe that children also learn through outdoor play. A little rain will not stop us from going outside so please ensure that your child has appropriate outdoor clothes.   This also applies to play times – only extreme weather  conditions will keep us in. 
A spare set of clothes is always handy to have in their bags when it is snowy weather – we do like to go out and learn in the snow!

Hair
Please check your children’s hair regularly for the presence of head lice. Pupils with long hair should wear it tied back. 

Parking 

Please do not park in the bus bays which are along the  pavement or in front of the Nursery. 
Children must not cross the car park on their own. 
Parent Council 

We are very grateful to the work of our Parent Council.. 
Every parent is a member of the Parent Forum from which the Parent Council is elected.  The current Parent Council is hoping to hold The AGM is on Wednesday 29th  September.  Details on how to join this meeting will come prior to this date.  

Achievements

Congratulations to Amelia Moroke (P2) who received a certificate for her first ever ballet exam. Her brother Aaron (P4) is training for  the Brazilian JiuJitsu championships which take place later this month.  
Please let us know what your child is achieving outside of school and if you want it mentioned in our newsletter. It doesn’t have to be a huge event - We are interested in all the children’s achievements. 
Dates

	Friday 24 and Monday 27 September
	Holiday  September Weekend

	Friday 8th  October 
	School closes at 3pm 

	Monday 11th – Friday 15th 
	October holiday

	Monday 15th November 
	INSERVICE day  Pupils do not attend

	 Wednesday 22 December 
	Schools close at 2.30pm

	 Wednesday 5th  January 2022
	Schools re-open

	Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th February 
	School closed

	Wednesday 16th February 
	INERVICE day pupils do not attend

	Friday 1 April 2022
	Schools close at 2.30pm

	Tuesday  19 April 2021
	School reopens

	Monday 2 May 2021
	May Day holiday

	Thursday 5 May 2021
	INSERVICE day  Pupils do not attend

	Friday 27 and Monday 30 May 
	May Holiday

	Friday  24 June 2021
	Schools close at 1pm


As the year  progresses I hope that more restrictions will be lifted .
Please remember to check updates on our website www.halfmerke-pri.s-lanark.sch.uk.
We are on Twitter : Halfmerke@twitter

I am looking forward to working with your children over what promises to be another very busy year.  
Yours sincerely,
K Douglas (Mrs)

 Head Teacher







