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Working and Learning together to achieve .....................
October / November 2021
And all of a sudden it is October and we have dark mornings and dark evenings!   It never ceases to amaze me how quickly time passes and Hallowe’en is just a memory.
Our children had great fun working on Hallowe’en activities in class – unfortunately the  weather  did not allow for outdoor activities to  happen. 
They enjoyed dressing up  from zombies, witches, fashion disasters, characters  from books and film, the creativity was fantastic. One job the staff didn’t enjoy was judging them.  We are grateful to our Parent Council for providing Goodie Bags as prizes.  The winners were :

Rm 1  Damon 




Rm 2 James
Rm 3 Milanya

Rm 4Chloe

Rm 5 Sophie

Rm 6 Kyle

Rm 7 Elliot

Rm 8 Alecia
Well done everybody.

Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club runs from 8:15 – 8:40. Children remain in the dinner hall until 8:50.  Breakfast menu is 

	1
	Weetabix
with milk

	or

	    2
	Toast 
with spread

	or

	3
	Fresh Fruit

	plus

	4
	Cup of milk


Please do not send your child with any other  food to eat at breakfast club.
Staff News.
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Lindsay to our office team.  
Reporting to Parents

We normally hold a reporting session in October in the form of an evening where children bring their parents along to show them their school and their learning and the chance to chat to the teacher. We have held off with this as long as possible in the hope that we would get the go ahead to welcome parents back into the school.  As this has not happened we have made alternative arrangements.  Children will be involved in showing you their learning spaces virtually via see saw, examples of their learning is also posted on Seesaw.  In addition, teachers will contact you either by email or phone to report on how your child is settling and progressing.   These will be carried out by the end of November.  
Photographs 
The school photographer will be in school on Tuesday 16th November. This will be for individuals and family groups only. All children will have their photographs taken and you will have the opportunity to purchase these. Details of how to order these on line will be sent when they are available. Please note that if you wish a family group all children MUST be in the school. We cannot bring children from the nursery.  Please complete and return the form at the bottom of the newsletter if you wish a family group taken.  There is no obligation on you to order the photographs.
Our photographer will not have time to take class photos on this day. I will arrange for this later in the session. This has the added benefit that the class photos can be taken outside with a natural background.
Learning round up

Teachers use seesaw to keep you up with what children are learning in class.

All classes are thinking about climate change what we can do to help. Rooms 1 and 2 are taking part in The John Muir Challenge which is about our environment. This helps them think about their environment, about nature and how we can help protect it. They have also been given tasks they can do at home with you. 

Children’s voice
All children in P7 are involved in a group which will help drive forward school  improvements. These are : School Captains, House Leaders,  Health and Well Being Ambassadors, Reading Ambassadors, Curriculum Leaders, Junior Road safety Officers. I am super impressed with their skills and how they are rising to this challenge. 
Winter Clothing
South Lanarkshire Council Equity Team have collected pre-loved winter jackets and coats.  If this is something you would be interested in using, please email with the age of your child(ren) you are requesting  the item for.  This will be confidential and no names are passed to the Council.

Sanitary Protection
Please remember we have a supply of sanitary protection in the school. If your daughter requires this please let me know and I will ensure that they are given them. Again this will remain confidential. 

Contact Numbers / Communication
Please ensure that the school office has an up to date telephone contact number in case you need to be contacted in an emergency.  

Inappropriate language

We have recently noticed an increase of inappropriate language being used around the playground and in the building.  

If you are notified that your child is using inappropriate language in school, I would ask that you discuss this with them and advise them that it is not acceptable. Our School Captains are helping us to tackle this issue.
Parking 

Can I remind you not to park in the bus bays which are along the pavement or in the drop off in front of the entrance to the nursery?  This is particularly dangerous at home time when all three of our buses need to wait in the drop off area for our children.  Please switch off your engine  when you are waiting. 
Lost Property

We have rather a lot of lost property gathering. If your child has left cardigans, jumpers, jackets or lunch boxes can you please ask them to check the lost property. Weather permitting, I will put it out at the main door on Fridays if you are able to come and see if anything belongs to your child. 

Reversely, we have had children and parents looking for clothing which cannot be found. Please check that your child is bringing home their own things. 

Lunch Payments
Payments for lunches are  made via Parent Pay, Please ensure that you top up  your payments on this. 
Achievements

We have been impressed with the  art work of a children who have been attending an out of school Art Class, Rose Kelly (P6) and Sam Hendry (P6) have been sharing their art work  they  have created at the  classes with us – very impressive.  Aiden Hampson (P6) has shared his art  portfolio with us containing some super drawings. Archie Monk  (P2) has moved up a level in his swimming.  Lily Bruce (P2) has made her Brownie Peromise.
Aaron Moroke (P4) won a bronze medal and a silver medal at the Brazilian JiuJitsu championships in September, was promoted to grey belt, and won a bronze medal at his first competition at this level. Scott and Lewis Watson P7  were selected for the EK swim team.
Well done to all our children for their achievements. Please let us know what your child is achieving outside of school and if you want it mentioned in our newsletter. It doesn’t have to be a huge event - We are interested in all the children’s achievements. 
Dates

	Monday 15th November 
	INSERVICE day  Pupils do not attend

	Tuesday 16th November 
	Individual Photographs

	Tuesday 23rd November
	Start of P4 after school multi sports club 

	 Wednesday 22 December 
	Schools close at 2.30pm

	 Wednesday 5th  January 2022
	Schools re-open

	Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th February 
	School closed

	Wednesday 16th February 
	INERVICE day pupils do not attend

	Friday 1 April 2022
	Schools close at 2.30pm

	Tuesday  19 April 2021
	School reopens

	Monday 2 May 2021
	May Day holiday

	Thursday 5 May 2021
	INSERVICE day  Pupils do not attend

	Friday 27 and Monday 30 May 
	May Holiday

	Friday  24 June 2021
	Schools close at 1pm


As the year  progresses I hope that more restrictions will be lifted .
Please remember to check updates on our website www.halfmerke-pri.s-lanark.sch.uk.
We are on Twitter : Halfmerke@twitter

Yours sincerely,
K Douglas (Mrs)

 Head Teacher

Photographs  

JOHN WILSON - SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHER VISIT –Tuesday 16th November
All  children will have an individual photograph  taken. There is no obligation to purchase this.


If you would like a family  group  taken please  add the names of the children in the  group.

 I would like a family photograph to be taken (
All family members must be in the school. Unfortunately
We cannot accommodate pre school children  this year.
Parent’s Signature:   ……………………………………………… 



Date:  ……………

Pupil’s Name:
 ……………………………………………………………………………
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